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Padlet, an easy-to-use app, can be used to enhance student discussions and interactions with music content.
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Teachers are constantly thinking of ways for students to
interact deeply with their content, and music teachers are
not an exception. These interactions can take place as indi-
viduals or in various size groups. Having students articulate
knowledge about music concepts can effect on class time,
especially for individual sharing. Group discussion can also
be an option, but sometimes sharing out information from
each conversation does not allow for conversation of other
groups’ opinions. This is especially true when considering a
30- to 40-minute music class. One tool that may be able to
help is Padlet, especially for classrooms that are one-to-
one—one computer or device, such as an iPad, for every
student. Padlet is a tool that allows quick posting, and posts
update as students are posting their information. This can
allow for quick sharing for individual students or groups
while letting students see what other students are thinking.

Using Padlet

Padlet can be used Web-based, but also has an app for
mobile devices, including iOS, Android, and Kindle
devices. Padlet is free, although it does have premium fea-
tures for those who would like to purchase a membership
individually (i.e., Jetpack), for schools (i.e., Backpack), or
for business (i.e., Briefcase). The free version has been
sufficient for my needs thus far. Padlet can be used for
group or individual share-outs to help students develop a
response for further discussion. It can also be used as an
electronic bulletin board to share information and accept
contributions from others.

Padlet

Creating a Padlet

After creating an account, creating a Padlet is as simple
as clicking on “Create a New Padlet.” Once a new
Padlet has been created, most features are customizable
(see Figure 1)." There are a variety of settings that can
be personalized, including colorful background options,
the Padlet’s name and description, and how posts will
display on the Padlet. It is also possible to further per-
sonalize by adding portraits and backgrounds of your
choice. Although the new Padlet begins with a generic
extension that will allow users access, the Padlet cre-
ator can personalize the extension so it makes sense to
users (i.e., GMT article demo is the extension for this
Padlet).

Double-clicking anywhere on the background starts a
new post. The post’s author can title the post and add
either text or other objects, such as a file, website, audio,
video, and so on (see Figure 2). A single click on the
background will signal the post is complete. If the posts
are displayed in a “free” layout, posts will be displayed
wherever they are started on the Padlet. The posts can
then be moved anywhere on the Padlet. “Stream” or
“grid” layouts will allow for all posts to be seen at
all times, whereas the “free” layout allows new posts
to cover previous posts. However, “stream” and “grid”
layouts only allow posts to be moved within the line or
grid that develops as posts are added (refer to Figure 1 to
see layout examples).
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Figure |. Customizable settings for Padlet.
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Figure 2. New post options.

Sharing a Padlet and Security

There are a few options for how invited users interact
with the Padlet (see Figure 3). One option, “Can Read,”
means that anyone with the Padlet link will be able to
read posts. “Can Write” means anyone with a Padlet link

can read all the posts on the Padlet, but the user(s) can
only edit posts created personally. “Can Edit” allows
users to read, write, and edit all posts on the Padlet.
However, none of these options allow any other user to
change the Padlet in any way; the Padlet creator is the
only one who can edit the Padlet and all the options
shared previously in “Creating a Padlet” unless the cre-
ator assigns access to others. The Padlet creator can also
be the moderator for the Padlet. As the moderator, the
Padlet creator can view all posts before they are view-
able by others having the Padlet link. This allows the
creator to screen posts before they become “live” on the
Padlet.

In addition to controlling user interactions for the
Padlet, the Padlet creator can choose how public the
Padlet link is on the Web. A “Public” Padlet is viewable
and searchable; it is also shown on the Padlet home page.
A “Hidden” Padlet will have a public link, but it is hidden
from searches and does not show up on the Padlet home
page. Anyone with a link can view a “Hidden” Padlet. A
“Password-Protected” Padlet requires the link and a pass-
word to access the Padlet.

It is possible to share a Padlet in a variety of ways. A
link to the Padlet can be copied and shared, or the link can
be embedded into a blog or website. A Padlet can also be
shared using email, Facebook, and Twitter. It is also pos-
sible to share a Padlet using the Export function. A Padlet
can be saved as an image, a PDF, a CSV (Comma-
Separated Values; i.e., Excel) file, or an Excel spread-
sheet, or printed.

How Padlet Could Be Used in the
Music Classroom

Padlet allows for quick and easy “share-outs,” either
individually or in small groups. With schools working
toward one-to-one, Padlet is easy to use for students and
allows all students to see all posts (unless the teacher is a
“moderator”). The teacher can then select specific posts
to discuss as a class or have students select posts to fur-
ther their understanding of a concept. Padlet can also be
used as an electronic bulletin board for students and/or
parents. Whether classroom updates or videos from the
previous class, Padlet allows for quick sharing. Once a
post is complete, anyone with access to the link can see
it. However, the security features also make Padlet user-
friendly because the teacher can limit access depending
on need.

Padlet is another option for communication between
teacher and student, students and other students, and
possibly teacher and parents. The app is easy to use,
which means students can rapidly learn how to post,
respond to posts, and share information. The security and
sharing options allow for quick sharing while protecting
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CLOSE Share

PEOPLE & PRIVACY SHARE/EXPORT/EMBED

Make this padlet as public or as private as you want. Add
contributors and give them special powers. You can change
your settings at any time.

Privacy WHAT ARE THESE OPTIONS?
Private Password Secret Public
protected

Anyone who has the link or QR code can access the padlet. It
will not be visible in Google search or public areas of Padlet.

Those with access Can write v

Add contributors

Enter an email or username

Advanced

Remake

Allow anyone to use a copy of this padlet as a .
template for their own work.

Moderation
Require admin or moderator approval before '
posts are published.

O Can read

Can view posts. Cannot add posts, edit
and approve others’ posts, modify and
delete padlet, invite collaborators.

@ Can write
Can view and add posts. Cannot edit
and approve others’ posts, modify and
delete padlet, invite collaborators.

O Can moderate
Can view and add posts, edit and
approve others’ posts. Cannot modify
and delete padlet, invite collaborators.

O Can administer *
Can view and add posts, edit and
approve others' posts, modify and
delete padlet, invite collaborators.

* You can only invite individual contributors as
administrators for this privacy setting.

Figure 3. Interaction options for Padlet.



Dunbar

29

information as needed. Padlet can be a great addition to
the other apps already used in the music classroom.
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Notes

1. Images were used from both the Padlet app (Figures 1
and 2) and the Padlet website (Figure 3). Although all

features are available in both, images were selected based
on the best use of space for this article. The app some-
times splits the dialog boxes whereas all the options are
available on one panel when using the website.
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